


10 Steps to a Great Photo Book
1. Take the phofos for your book.

Determine your book project.
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Determine your book program.
Create standard page byopﬁs.
Create standard text STyles.
Utilize the thn tools.

Add page numbers.

Learn about the lock tool.

9. Order your book.

10. Share your book.
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Hil I'm Sfucey, owner and creative director of Book
This Project!

ove my fqmﬂy,
ove phofogruphing my f@mﬂy.

ove designing books.

[]

[]

[ love books.
[]

[ love desigmng phofo books of my fqmﬂy phofogrup}:s
And | want you to love family phcﬁo books tool

[t's that sirr:ple‘, [ started this company to inspire you to
take and print and share your family phcﬁogruphs.

W hether you want to design your own phofo book - or

you want me to design a sophisﬁcqfed/ modern pho*,o
book for you, my gocﬂ is to inspire your phofographs
and to see how hu;y amazing pf:ofo books are.

[ put this simple guide Togdher for anyone who is
ready to get started with desigr‘,mg their own pho
to book. The guid@ has been specificquy written for
Blurb's BookSmart free program but is easﬂy Qdo,pfo,ble
into most programs. Enjoy.‘
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TAKE THE PROTOS

~OR YOUR BOOK

The first step of phofo book design is to take your photogrqphs. For ideas on what phofos to take throughouf
the year, keep this handy checklist in mind. This inclusive list is to keep you shooﬁng and to provide ideas of
what types of pages to include in your phofo book.

hohdays fqmﬂ\/ activities themes favorites

l. New Year's Day 1. kid (s) portrait 1 playing at the park 1 birthday (s) I toy

2. Valentine's Day 9. kid(s) hands/feet 9. coloring/painting 9. winter (snow) 9. bath toy

3. St. Patrick’s Day 3. self-portrait 3 baking cookies 3 spring (flowers) 3. stuffed animal
4. Passover/Easter 4. immediate family portrait 4. making dinner 4. summer (pool) 4. game

5 Memorial Day 5 family pet(s) 5. reading 5. fall (farm) 5. book

6. Fourth of Ju,ly 6. grqﬂdprems (pqlefnol) 6. pbymg on the bed 6. on a picnic 6. food

7. Labor Day 7. grandparents (maternal) 7. sleeping 7. in the garden 7. dessert

8 Halloween 8. uncles/aunts 8. singing 8. at the park 8. clothing/outfit
9. Thanksgiving 9. cousins 9. laughing 9. at the zoo 9. tv show/movie
10. Hanukkah/Christmas 10. close family friends 10, erying 10. on vacation 10. friend
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DETERMINE YOUR

SOOK PROJECT

The next step to designing a photo book is to determine
what type of book you are going to design,

There are endless types of books you could design, but
developing a focus eqﬂy on is crucial. Do you want to
put a time frame to it - for instance, document a year, o
vacation, or an event? Or do you want it to be a more
thematic book? Here are some suggestions:

yvour family life, over the course of a year
your recent vacation
your kids" art projects
yvour baby's first year

It you have taken phofos throughout the year for a
pgrhcubr phofogrqphy project, like a Project 52, 365,
or How [ view.., design a book that Compﬂes all of
your phofos from this project. Here is a great example
of a Project 52 book I designed for someone.

Once you know the type of book project, it is time to
select the photos for your book This is a process in and
of itself, but you want to select photos that go with the
book project you've established. For some of my phofo

selection recommendations, check out this blog post.
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Choosa your hard cover book size to get started
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DETERMINE YOUR

SOOK PROGRAM

To decide what phofo book company and program fo
use, here are some helpful questions to ask yourself.

Are you looking for a no-fuss process? Do you want the
fastest way to design a book? Are you looking for some
creative choices but don't want to be overwhelmed? Do
vou love having complete control?

Do you want a lot of photos in a grid layout? Do you
want fewer phofographs in a more specific layouf?

Do you want to start with a clean / blank leouT (think
black or white b@ckgroumﬂs) or do you want a bit of
design?

Every single one of these questions influences which
company, process and program you should use.

The best single piece of advice I can offer: Spend a
little time right now to decide what you want before
you download a program. You're more likely to get the
results you want in the end, if you start with an intelli-
gent choice in the beginmng. For more advice on select-
ing which program, check out this post on my blog.
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CREATE STANDARD

PAGE LAYOUTS

Now you are ready to start designing your book.

Blurb’'s BookSmart offers over 70 different page layouts
you can choose from when designing your photo book.
That's great, but that's also a lot. You shouldn't be us-
ing all of those sprequ. [t takes way too long to figure
out which one of the 70 you should use. Plus, the more
layouts you use, the more haphazard your design ap-
pears.

Streamline your options by designing your favorite 10-
12 layouts and save them to your "My Pages” tab.

When you have adjusted a particular layout to fit your
style, click "Apply & Save to My Layouts.” Provide a
custom name. TypiCQHy, [ include the number of phofo
boxes in the layout name.

Then when selecﬁng layouts for your book, use the puﬂ
down menu to only reveal the "My Pages” you have
saved.
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CREATE STANDARD
TeEXTSTYLES.

If you want to provide a title, captions, date, or page
number to your byouts/ | recommend you utilize the
text style feature. It will keep you orgamzed and save

you time. Two very good things.‘

Select your favorite font(s) and define the text st\/les.
Blurb's BookSmart allows up to 5 text sfyles,

Select "Customize Styles” from the puH down menu

when the text box is highhghted.

Define the font st\/le/ size, color, and any Bold/Italics/

UHd@ThH@ you may want.

Once these are defined, all you have to do is select
"Body” - or whatever st\/le you want - when Qdding
text. Super eqsy‘.
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UTILIZE ThE

ALIGN TOOLS

If you create your own byouts with muHiple image
and text boxes, the thn tool becomes your best friend.

The software does provide a grid, but to make sure you
have clean lines to your layouts and all boxes align ap-
propricﬁ[ely/ use this handy dandy tool.

There are thnment buttons for left, center and righf
This includes both horizonTQHy and verﬁcaHy. The one
thing to keep in mind, it does not factor in the spacing
within groups of photos. So if you select three photos
and hit “center thn” it will put all three in the center,
overbpping.

My trick is to get the photos close and then select them
all and thn by the top edge (horizontal row) or left
edge (vertical row). If you have three photos where
one is the center, horizontauy and verticauy center
that photo and then thn the other phofos off of your

center one.

Your eyes will definitely thank you for using this tool!
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ADD PAGE
NUMBERS.

Not necessary for every page, but page numbers can
provide a hqndy reference for you, especiquy if you
are desigmng a lqrge/ and orgqnized, book. It sounds
like it will be very time consuming fo add them but it
is reQHy quite simple.

If your pqrﬁcubr lqyout does not have a footer, you
can add one by selecﬁng the "Footer” button in the up-
per righf corner in Edit Layout mode. If you don't want
page numbers of footer in your byout, select, righf click

and press “hide footer”

You also have the option to show the footer on all
pages, even pages or odd pages.
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LEARN ABOUT THE

LOCK TOOL

Do vou love the look of full spread bleeds but not sure
how to achieve the layout with the free program”

[t's not o perfect science with the free programs, but it
can be done. Create two full photo page layoufs next
to each other. Insert the same photo on each side. Scale
eXQcHy the same percentage for each photo and then
line up each photo with the center Qlong the spine.

You want to match up the center line as close as pos-
sible. As [ said, it will not be perfect, but you want
it close. In the ex@mple on the left, | used the horizon
line to make sure the two images were aligned. Keep
in mind, binding will occur in the center so you won 't

notice if it is shghﬂy off . but still get it closel

Fingﬂy lock the spreqd‘. Right click on the pages in the
thumbnail and select to lock the pages. This will ensure
these pages stay togeﬂqer as a pair. This is great if you
want to add, delete or move pages. You are establish-
ing that these two pages must Qlways stay togeﬂqer.
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ORDER YOUR

3O0OK

After you have laid out all of your phofos and are
%oppy with how everyﬂﬂng looks, you are reody to

order your book.
Hoomy”.‘
But before you press order, there are a COUpWe of steps

you should take to make sure you order is the best it
can possibe be. A more Hﬂoroug% exp]gnoﬁon of the

o*rdermg process, can be found on this blog post.

o o B o)
Al E-DEEESc=~R 1. Fix your warnings, like text over-runs or image res

olution warnings.

NO

Ensure phofos extend to edge of p%ofo boxes and
all phofo boxes extend to bleed edges (if you want
them to go off the p@ge).

3 Review for your consistent elements (text, borders,
page numbers).

Read Hwough all of your captions and narratives.

Spell Check.

Print an actual proo{ copy to review.

~ O Ul M

One final check in the preview screen.

Don't Iorget Blurb now offers the option to pubhs% your

bOOk as an QbOOk WCOT your JFQbWQJF or p]’lO'ﬂeA
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SHARE YOUR

3O0OK

[ simply can not pubhsh my favorite ten steps to maok-

ing your phofo book without shqring my favorite tip:

SHARING!
"-/"ij = ==d . g‘ oo
¥y 21 ' s 4 [n a couple of weeks, you will receive your glorious
gl o el el book. It will feel fantastic. Be prepared, you may notice
5.4 4 a couple of things to correct. that is to be expected..

vou'll get them on your second book. Because you will
make a second bookl!

Holding the book in your hand, makes everything worth

it. The selecﬁng phofos/ the desigmng pages, the thor-
ough checking. You now have it in your hands and get
to share it with the world Show your best friend, your
e parents, your kids. Share with fgmﬂy and friends at the

B cmciecns " e— end of the year. Read it with your kids once a month.
-d. ~ 2012 BEACH [
| vomor

Blurb has a facebook and twitter option to immedioﬁely
o share with your followers. If you have a blog, you can
embed a version of your book on your blog When you

[ = L= finish your book/ [ would love for you to share your

B book with me. Tag Book This Project in your facebook
-ﬁu post or email a link to stacey@bookthisproject.com.

[ hope these tips were helpful as you &esign your photo
book! T can't wait to see what you design!l -stacey
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